
FAMILY 
VALUES
When remodelling their home -- which had 
been passed down through three generations   
-- the Moseleys turned to another family’s 
business to achieve their dream space
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REAL 
HOMES

THE owners
Ally Moseley, a garden 
centre director and 
general manager, 
lives in this detached 
Edwardian home with 
her husband and nine-
year-old twins. Located in 
Ashbourne, Derbyshire, 
the beautiful farmhouse 
has extensive gardens 
and outbuildings, and 
is situated right next 
to the family’s garden 
centre business.

For Ally, the island is a favourite aspect of her 
new kitchen. “It makes the kitchen so much 
more practical with its additional storage, sink, 
integrated appliances and seating area,” she 
explains. “It also stops guests walking into the 
cooking area; it’s a sort of visual divide.”

The cooker was positioned so that the centre of its 
symmetrical mantel lined up perfectly with the characterful 
timber beam. “Little touches like that just have to be right 
for me,” says Ally. “I think the whole mantel provides a focus 
for the space, and frames the range cooker perfectly.” 
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he Moseleys’ home was originally bought by Ally’s 
grandparents back in the 1950s, and it was long 
overdue a renovation when the family took on the 
property in 2014. “There were some less-than-
sympathetic ‘improvements’ that had been made, 
and I was itching to bring back some period charm,” 
she explains. “The kitchen, which I was determined 
to get done first, marked the start of  a three-year 
renovation. I thought it would be much easier to 
cope with a growing family, during the renovations, 
if  the kitchen space was already completed.”

With the building works done, and a clear vision 
for what they wanted the kitchen space to become, 
Ally set out to find a company to interpret their 
ideas, and craft the bespoke furniture they had 
in mind. Churchwood Design was not only local, 
but the family firm demonstrated that they clearly 
understood the Moseleys’ desires. “Charlotte’s 
design was wonderful, and there were in fact very 
few changes to her initial concept,” Ally explains.

“I wanted the space to be open and sociable, with 
a place for everything and everything in its place,” 
Ally recalls. “Lots of  refrigerated food storage 
was a must, as was incorporating my Lacanche 
range cooker. Style-wise we wanted a look that 
would complement the house’s turn-of-the-century 
origins while still being sleek and modern.”

T

The Moseleys already owned the Lacanche range 
cooker prior to the remodel. One of their earliest 
style choices was that some elements of the furniture 
should echo its beautiful shade of blue – the matching 
process wasn’t easy, but the result was worth it!

“Because the house pre-dates the mid-��th-century 
trend for fitted kitchens, we wanted to make sure 
there were elements which look freestanding. I think 
the dresser and the sideboard do this perfectly, and 
they are also beautiful homely touches.” Ally Moseley

 The Moseleys were already clear on the style they 
wanted, so it was just a case of finding a company who 
could interpret their ideas and make the furniture to a 
high standard. “Charlotte listened to what we wanted 
rather than telling me what we should have,” says Ally. 



THE designer
“With a large space, it can be tempting to fill the room 
with fitted cabinetry; this just wouldn’t look right in 
a period farmhouse. Try and make the space work 
for you, and break things up with some freestanding 
pieces to give a less uniform, more interesting look.” 
Charlotte Ambler, designer, Churchwood Design

“We wanted plenty of socialising space -- to include 
both formal and informal dining areas -- as well as lots 
of storage, particularly for food and cooking ingredients; 
I especially wanted a big pantry.” Ally Moseley

Behind the sink is a large opening which was formerly an external 
window – after the extension work it now looks into the adjoining 
room, and beyond to the garden. This not only lets in more 
light, but it also means the sink is more pleasant to use.

The Moseleys wanted to evoke a farmhouse kitchen feel, 
but with a 21st century twist. Shaker in-frame cabinetry 
gave just enough of a nod to the traditional, while the 
light colour palette kept the look clean and crisp.
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THE details
Kitchen design by Charlotte Ambler, designer at 
Churchwood Design, including painted tulipwood 
in-frame Shaker cabinetry and Silestone 
worktops in Lagoon churchwood.co.uk

Lacanche BFU1400 extractor, Chemin 
range cooker lacanche.co.uk

Liebherr UIK1610 undercounter fridge, SBS7014 
integrated fridge-freezer myliebherr.co.uk 

Bosch SMV68MD00G integrated 
dishwasher bosch-home.co.uk

Villeroy & Boch 90cm ceramic Belfast 
sink villeroy-boch.co.uk

Kohler 1994W undermounted 
ceramic sink kohler.co.uk

Perrin & Rowe Ionian tap in chrome with 
crosshead handles, Phoenician tap in chrome 
with lever handles perrinandrowe.co.uk

“The design was a blend of  contemporary 
convenience and period style,” explains Charlotte 
Ambler, designer at Churchwood Design and 
the daughter of  the firm’s founders. “The 
use of  separate pieces of  furniture alongside 
fitted elements helped the space to feel more 
authentic, as well as more homely.” 

A pale, neutral colour palette – punctuated by 
the vibrant blue of  the range cooker and colour-
matched sideboard – ensures a light, inviting feel. 
Indeed, the family now spends all their time in 
here, and it’s a place that Ally’s parents gravitate 
towards as well. “They often walk over from their 
home, which is across the lawn, and come into 
the kitchen for a chat and a cup of  tea or coffee,” 
she says. “It’s such a beautiful space to relax in.”

It’s not just the perfect room for the Moseleys, it’s 
proven one of  Charlotte’s favourite recent projects, 
too. “We are delighted with how it turned out; it 
would have been easy to over-design it, which I 
think would have been too much for the property; 
I think it strikes the perfect balance,” she smiles.


