
ALL IN 
THE DETAIL

While housing all the latest mod cons required 
for busy family life and entertaining, this 

classic kitchen with elegant details beyond 
the surface will stand the test of time.
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REAL 
HOMES

THE owners
Damian and Sharron 
Waters live with their 
two young children in 
this new, four-bedroom, 
detached house in the 
Leicestershire village 
of Quorn, built by their 
own company, Business 
Waters Homes.

The slender, Carrara quartz 
worktops help with the 
contemporary feel of the 
kitchen, while reflecting the 
abundance of light afforded 
by the double ceiling lantern.
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aving already undertaken a significant amount of  
research, Damian and Sharron Waters decided 
on the type of  kitchen they wanted during the 
early stages of  building their new home.

“We wanted a timeless, classical design that 
wasn’t going to look outdated within a few 
years, but at the same time, it needed to be geared 
up for modern family use with all the latest 
appliances and amenities,” comments Sharron.
 
Running a successful house building company 
meant that the couple were au fait with the 
kitchen planning process; for them, it was pretty 
straightforward and stress-free, but this was helped 
in no small part by the kitchen design company 
they chose - Steve Hills Design - which came 
highly recommended by one of  their own clients.

Managing director and designer Steve Hills worked 
closely with the Waters to design a classic kitchen 
with contemporary design cues and features.

“They had done extensive research into style from 
magazine clippings prior to our introduction, 
but needed somebody to understand their 
requirements, physical constraints and be able 
to convert it all into a reality - both with the 
product and the installation,” explains Steve.

Oak-veneered, plywood carcasses were chosen for the 
kitchen and utility room, along with traditional, Shaker-
style doors in a bold and pale blue, factory-painted 
finish, contrasting with light Carrara quartz worktops.

H
The kitchen was designed to be practical with the ‘working triangle’ very much in evidence. All oven appliances and 
refrigeration were positioned immediately behind the island-located hob. This was placed adjacent to an undermount
food preparation sink, flanked by an abundance of work surface area, with another larger sink just a short distance away.

THE designer
“For a long-term investment, always go with a 
classical design, constructed using high-grade 
materials. The furniture’s looks can easily be 
updated in years to come, with a change of colours, 
handles and, if necessary, worktops. The furniture 
will be as good as the day it left the workshops.”
Steve Hills, managing director and 
designer, Steve Hills Design

The bank of wall units houses 
the latest Bosch appliances 
along with a breakfast cupboard. 
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THE details
Kitchen design by Steve Hills, managing 
director and designer for Steve Hills Designs 
featuring oak-veneered, plywood carcasses, with 
Shaker-style, in-frame doors, factory painted 
in Paint & Paper Library Plimsoll 655 and Little 
Green Bone China Blue Pale 182, with Carrara 
quartz worktops stevehillsdesign.co.uk

Bosch Serie 8 HBG634BS1B and HBG634BS1B 
multi-function ovens, CSG656BS1B steam 
combination oven in stainless steel, CTL636ES coffee 
machine in stainless steel, PIE975N14E induction 
hob, KIR81AF30G fridge, GIN38A55GB freezer and 
SMV69M01GB dishwasher bosch-home.co.uk

Neff 199CM67NOB ceiling extractor neff-home.com

Franke Kubus KBX 160 34-16 main 
sink and Ice Rock 3339-NA prep sink 
in stainless steel franke.com

Quooker Fusion Square 3-in-1 tap 
in chrome quooker.co.uk  

Must-have appliances included a bank of  
Bosch integrated ovens, a combi-steam oven 
and an induction hob with enough cooking 
capacity for entertaining family and friends.

The island’s integrated breakfast bar was designed 
to combine with a corner bench and pedestal 
table arrangement to provide ample seating.

The finished look and feel is traditionally elegant, 
the lines accentuated by the smooth paint finishes.  

However, the beauty of  the furniture extends far 
beyond the furniture’s surface, as Sharron sums 
up: “We just love the detailing inside the cabinets; 
besides the wonderful oak finish, the cabinets are 
well lit with full-length, recessed LED lighting. 

“You just know, as soon as you open a cabinet or one 
of  the dovetailed drawer boxes, that this is ‘proper 
furniture’ that will last forever, rather than one of  
those ‘off-the-shelf, fashion statement kitchens’ that 
will date and be worn out within a few short years.” 

The elegant design is perfectly set off by a 
combination of spotlights and pendant lighting, 
installed by the couple’s own contractor.


